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E astern  M ontana

There are three counties in eastern Montana, 
Custer, Dawson and Rosebud, that cover 35,500 
square miles, or about 22,720,000 acres—a territory 
larger than some middle western states. This 
territory, which furnishes the subject of this booklet, 
is traversed midway from east to west by the main 
line of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, 
and the larger part of it is tributary to this great 
transcontinental line.

The man who has read some of the illuminating 
and entertaining articles by writers of national 
reputation, describing the magnitude of agricultural 
and industrial operations in Montana, or who has 
seen the tempting displays of fruits, grains, grasses,

and vegetables from this state at the great land 
shows during the last few years, is likely to have a 
confused and jumbled notion of the Treasure State 
and its possibilities and opportunities. Graphic 
stories of the west, marvelous exhibits, and artistic 
pictures are interesting enough, but the man who 
seeks a new home needs definite information. He 
wants the facts. He demands cold figures of 
unquestioned correctness. He wants plain every 
day knowledge of just what will face him when he 
arrives at his destination. So in compiling this 
booklet, the figures and statements contained herein 
were gathered with this fact in mind and were 
secured from actual settlers and business men located

Farm  H om j near Ismay, M ontana
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in this district and from government reports, and 
are such as the homeseeker may expect to find upon 
his arrival in Montana.

The M ontana Experiment Station, at Bozeman, 
which is engaged in the work of encouraging the 
farmers in better farming methods, has decided that 
no district in M ontana offers as good an opportunity 
for a successful demonstration of diversified farming 
than does Custer, Rosebud and Dawson counties.
In order to carry out this plan, Prof. M. L. Wilson 
has been stationed at Miles City and is now engaged 
in organizing the farmers and stockmen and super
vising operations that will materially increase the 
live stock output of this district. This is distinc
tively a diversified farming country and as such will 
probably appeal more strongly to the intending 
settler than any other district in the state. It has 
long been the largest producer of range horses of 
any section of the west, and the largest range horse 
market in the world is located at Miles City.

Both Custer and Rosebud Counties have had 
railroad facilities for several years but the construc
tion of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry. from 
the Missouri River in South Dakota to the Puget 
Sound and Pacific Ocean in Washington five years 
ago, crossed these counties through the new and 
undeveloped sections opening to settlement thou
sands of acres of virgin soil that could not be farmed

as the cost of delivering the crop to transportation 
would be more than the crop was worth.

Conditions have changed and the railroad has 
made farming pay and put the market a t the door 
of the man who was looking for a new home.

TOPOGRAPHY

There is no general description that can be applied 
to the great section known as eastern M ontana. 
You can get almost any sort of land you want in 
these three counties. The chance traveler passing 
through the country is likely to get a wrong impres
sion, as he fancies the land all resembles that seen 
from the car windows. One writer who made the 
trip across this section and wrote a description of it 
for his eastern friends summed up the whole situa
tion in these words, “ It is simply an expanse of 
fine soil, new, undeveloped, unpeopled, pregnant 
with possibilities and awaiting only the creative 
hand of man to bring forth into reality that state of 
agricultural opulence which signifies the attainm ent 
of the ideal. In one single word, it is o p p o r t u n i t y . ’’

WESTWARD HO!
The population is increasing so rapidly tha t no 

correct census figures are obtainable, it is only
Mtii
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An Eastern Montana Farm Home
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through the reports of the United States Land 
Office that an estimate can be made of the number 
of people coming into eastern Montana. But there 
need be no alarm that “ all the good farm lands will 
be taken” by the time you are ready to come. 
Millions of acres still await the plow. Although 
one can constantly see the newly arrived settlers 
making their way along the wagon roads leading 
from every town towards their new homesteads, still 
the territory is so vast that they are absorbed and 
the next man finds as much to select from as the 
earlier arrivals. Agriculturally, eastern Montana 
has been merely “ scratched.”

EXIT COWMAN—ENTER FARMER

All that country from the imaginary line that 
marks the Eastern border of Montana to the Mussel
shell River was once the Paradise of the open range 
stockman. In the old bonanza days of the industry, 
cattle, horses and sheep were the only topics of 
absorbing and n e v e r  ending interest. Weather 
was discussed only in its relation to the condition 
of live stock—crops were never considered, as the 
occasional farmer was not looked on as a desirable 
citizen.

The year 1913 finds a great change in this con
dition—the homesteader, the farmer, the small 
stock raiser—these are the men who by sheer force 
of numbers and by their practical demonstration 
of the great possibilities of this empire are now in 
the ascendent. The cowboy has seen the wonderful 
possibilities of agriculture and has cast aside his 
“chaps” , donned his overalls and has gone to work 
and is doing better than ever.

HOMESTEADS
July 1, 1912, the United States Land Office at 

Miles’ City showed the following vacant lands in
its district:

Acres
Custer County: Surveyed......................  957,440

Unsurveyed.................  362,000
T otal..........................1,309,440

Rosebud County: Surveyed....................... 1,640,849
Unsurveyed.................. 2,171,278

T otal......................... 3,812,127

Dawson County: Surveyed......................  923,673
Unsurveyed..................1,666,949

T otal......................... 2,590,622
A total of 7,712,189 acres of unclaimed land. This 

is classed by the Government as agricultural and

grazing lands. Over half of this is unsurveyed and 
not yet open to homestead entry. A considerable 
portion is rough land, unfit for cultivation, and the 
majority of available good homesteads are fifteen 
miles or more from the railways. It must also be 
understood that several thousand homesteads have 
been filed upon since this report was compiled, 
July 1, 1912.

SOIL

The soil of eastern Tontana varies in different 
localities, however, for the most part, the bench 
lands are a sandy loam with a clay subsoil and are 
covered with buffalo grass. In some places it is a 
volcanic ash and in others a chocolate loam. The 
lowlands along river and creek bottoms are more 
of a clay formation and considerable sage brush is 
to be found. The soil is of wonderful fertility, and 
in many cases that of the valleys is identical with 
that on the benches, and demonstration has shown 
that one will raise just as good crops as the other.

AN IDEAL CLIMATE

The Yellowstone Valley at Miles City is j ast 
2,357 feet above sea level — high enough to insure 
pare, dry air. It is truly a healthful and beautiful 
climate, and while the thermometer may show 
readings that appear extreme to one unaccustomed 
to such figures, it is a fact that the cold of winter or 
the heat of summer have no ill effects and are not 
as uncomfortable as in a country where the atmos
phere is more humid. The winters are usually open 
until January. The snows are by no means as heavy 
as in the mountainous part of the state. With the 
exception of sheep, which are fed and sheltered any
where from a few days to a few weeks late in the 
season, live stock runs on the range without being 
looked after all the winter, and comes through in 
good condition and with small loss.

The rainfall usually comes in May and June, 
filling the rivers, reservoirs and irrigation canals at a 
season when water is needed.

Precipitation in inches compiled from the records of the 
United States Weather Bureau located at Miles City, Mont. 
for a period of ten years.

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. M ay June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
190 3 ............0.19  0.51  0.28  0.56  1.07 0.94  2.70  1.43 1.58 0.32  0.26  0.14
1904 0.44  0.30  2.32  0.06  1.96 2.28  0.74  0.44  0.22  0.00  0 . 100.14
1905 ............  0.28  0.14  0.04  0.27  1.78 3.59  3.37  0.05  1.45 0.86  0.50  0.09
1906 . 0.19  0.57  0 .5 8 1 .60  3.84  4.02  0.43  2.04  0 .8 1 0 .300 .8 4  1.39
1907 . . .  1.28 0.34  0.84  0.61  4.39  3.98  1.55 1.02 0.16  0.22  0.04  0.32
190 8 ............0.63  0.66  1.8 1 0 .915 .5 8  2.92  1.97 0.63  1.42  2 .3 1 0 .0 7  0.17
1909 . .  . . 0 .6 5 0 .680 .29  1.15 2.16  2.19  2.63  0.77  1. 110.12  1. 190.37
1910 . . 0.94  0.80  1.75 1.35 1.12  2 .8 1 0 .93 1 .2 7  1.94 0.48  1.13 0.41
1911 . .  . . 1.58 0.14  0.14  0.36  0.74  3.44  1.25 1.71 1.58 0.94  0.95  1.51
1912 ............  0 .700 .52  1.64 2.48  4.17  1.54 3.55  1.19 1.44 2.61 0 .37 0 .08
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Mean monthly temperature as recorded by the United States 

Weather Bureau at Miles City, Mont., for a period of ten years, 
as follows:

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. M ay June July Aug. Sept. Oct. N ov. Dee.
1903 .......  24.0 11.2 29.4 47.6 55.7 68.4 71.7 70.4 56.8 50.8 31.2 30.0
190 4....... 12.0 23.3 51.4 47.6 56.2 64.8 72.1 70.0 61.4 51.4 40.8 26.0
190 5 ....... 15.3 14.8 42.8 47.0 52.5 63.4 72.1 74.6 65.0 44.6 37.4 23.3
1906 .......  24.6 27.8 26.9 51.9 54.9 63.4 73.0 70.3 65.4 50.6 32.2 20.6
190 7 ....... 12.8 21.2 37.2 41.9 50.5 65.4 71.0 69.4 59.5 51.5 37.8 26.4
1908 .......  26.9 20.7 30.8 48.9 54.6 64.1 75.1 68.4 63.8 45.6 37.4 26.2
190 9 ........11.6 23.9 34.0 39.4 55.1 67.5 74.5 75.6 63.9 49.0 35.6 13.0
191 0 ........19.9 12.8 48.2 56.0 57.0 69.8 76.8 69.2 59.2 53.2 34.0 24.1
191 1........12.5 12.0 41.0 47.0 58.4 70.7 70.1 67.2 61.6 47.4 25.4 21.6
191 2 ........10.4 24.4 19.4 48.4 55.6 67.8 69.6 68.8 52.9 46.1 39.6 31.9
Ten-year

average. 17.0 19.2 36.1 47.5 55.0 66.5 72.6 70.3 60.9 49.0 35.1 24.3

CROPS AND YIELDS

The principal crops of eastern Montana are 
spring and fall wheat, oats, hulless barley, rye and 
corn. These products all yield abundantly, and the 
following table is a good average:
Wheat 20 to 30 bushels per acre
Oats........................................45 to 80 bushels per acre
Barley.................................... 30 to 40 bushels per acre
Rye 25 to 30 bushels per acre
Corn....................................... 20 to 50 bushels per acre

Flax, alfalfa and all kinds of vegetables, including 
some of the more tender varieties, are successfully 
grown. Potatoes yield from 130 to 300 bushels 
per acre.

Fruits, such as apples, plums, cherries, currants, 
and berries are grown of excellent size and quality, 
besides many berries and plums are to be found 
growing wild.

CORN

Corn deserves special mention. This is the corn 
producing section of Montana, and while it does 
not grow so large as in Iowa or Illinois, yet it is of 
good quality and yield. Varieties adapted to this 
climate are being planted and the farmers are 
increasing the acreage every year.

DAIRYING

Dairying is rapidly coming to the front, which is 
evidenced by several new creameries and by the 
cream that is being shipped from nearly every 
station. The country is especially adapted to the 
dairy cow, and farmers say their cows do better 
there than they did back east. A few cows and 
some chickens provide ready money for the settler 
and go far toward defraying the cost of living. A 
market for butter and eggs is always to be found 
and good prices are paid for same.

Alfalfa is a sure crop
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Spring W heat near Ft. Keogh C uster County

WATER

In most places in eastern Montana good water 
for domestic uses can be found in wells from sixteen 
to eighty feet deep, while in the hills of Custer 
County there are numerous flowing wells, creeks, 
rivers and springs which supply plenty of water for 
stock. In the Yellowstone Valley springs of arte
sian water are found at 120 feet and flowing wells 
at 450 to 600 feet.

PROGRESSIVE SCHOOLS

The school facilities in these three counties are 
good, considering the rapidly changing conditions. 
All of the larger towns have graded schools. There 
are free county high schools at the county seats, 
and in the country districts new schools and teachers 
are provided as soon as the township has the neces
sary population.

Miles City has an Ursuline Convent that attracts 
students from all over eastern Montana, and in the 
County High school, manual training and domestic 
science are taught.

INCREASING LAND VALUES

There is no definite or average price on either 
wild or improved land in this district. A fair aver
age price for new land desirable for farming is about 
$20. Irrigated land can be bought for from $50 
to $100.

COST OF LIVING

The cost of living in Montana is but little higher 
than in the states to the east. The following table

was made up from prices obtained at several of the 
better towns in eastern Montana and are a good 
average for the entire district:
One team work horses.................. $200.00 to $300.00
One farm wagon............................ 95.00 to 105.00
One set harness.............................  40.00
One binder.....................................  150.00
One breaking plow........................ 20 00
One stubble plow..........................  15 .00
One harrow....................................  15 .00
One seeder drill.............................  85.00 up
One mowing machine................... 55.00
Fence posts, each..........................  .15
Bituminous coal per to n .............. 5.50
Lignite coal....................................  3.50

In most instances timber and I gnite coal are 
plentiful and near at hand, and fuel and posts need 
not cost the farmer anything beyond labor.
Flour, per hundred pounds............................$3.50
Bacon, per pound................................................... 20
Ham, per pound......................................................19
Beef steak, per pound............................................16
Beans, per pound....................................................06
Coffee, per pound, package.................................. 30
Sugar, per hundred pounds...........................  6.00
Condensed milk, per can...................................... 05 up
Peas, per can........................................................... 10 up
Corn, per can ...........................................................10 up
Tomatoes, per can.................................................. 12 up
Fruit, per can ..........................................................20 up

The above prices of groceries were secured from 
the merchants of Miles City, April 22, 1913, and 
are bona fide. Upon investigation we find them
to be a good average of prices of all other towns in 
this district.
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PRICE ON LUMBER

The following prices were furnished in April, 
1913, by the lumber companies of Miles City, and 
may be taken as a fair average for all the towns:

Per M.
Dimension timber, 2x4, 2x6, 2x8. . . $30.00 
Sheeting ............  28.00 to $30.00
shipiap : : : : : : : : : : : ..................... 3 0 .0 0 to 32.00
Shingles..............................................  4.00
Lath ..................................................  7.00
Drop siding No. 1 (fir)......................  40.00
Drop siding No. 2 (fir) ................  35.00
Drop siding, common white fir  32.00
Lap siding (cedar)............................  35.00
Fir flooring......................................... 45.00
Pine flooring......................................  32.00
Wall board.........................................  35.00
Patent plaster, per ton ....................  20.00
Cement, per barrel...........................  4.00

WAGES

Wages in Montana are higher than in the eastern 
or central western states. In the country, sheep 
herders, ranchmen and farm hands receive from 
$40 to $50 and board per month. As a rule, plenty 
of work is to be found along these lines. In the 
towns all classes of unskilled labor get from $2.50

to $3.00 per day, and tradesmen get considerably 
more. Experienced carpenters draw fifty cents to 
sixty-five cents per hour.

MILES CITY
Of all the towns between the Twin Cities and the 

Rocky Mountains, Miles City, county seat of Custer 
County, on the main line of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Paul and Northern Pacific Railways, is the 
most typical western in spirit and tradition. Built 
in 1887, it marked the last outpost of civilization 
on the way to the gold fields of the Rocky Mountains.

Occupying a strategic position at the confluence 
of the Yellowstone and Tongue rivers, and almost 
centrally located in that vast empire east of the 
Big Horn and Musselshell and south of the Missouri 
rivers, Miles City has always maintained the com
mercial supremacy of a country that has as great 
undeveloped opportunities as any similar territory 
within the state. It is situated in a broad level 
valley, flanked by high bluffs and protecting hills. 
It is laid out on a generous scale, and its handsome 
modern homes, in their setting of native and trans
planted shade trees, give it the tone and appearance 
of an eastern town.

The town’s future lies in the tremendous possi
bilities of development of its agricultural resources, 
its water power, its coal and its central position as a 
distributing point.

First National Bank, M iles City, Montana
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Baker, Montana

It is to-day the center of land activity in eastern 
Montana, the United States Land Office for eastern 
Montana being located here.

Besides the large amount of land in this section 
which is being profitably cultivated under the dry 
farming system, there is also a large amount of 
irrigated land. The Tongue River Irrigation Canal, 
the largest and oldest project in this part of the 
Yellowstone Valley, covers 10,000 acres within ten 
miles of Miles City. There are other small private 
gravity and pumping water rights.

Miles City has paved streets, cement walks, three 
beautiful woodland parks, a modern municipal 
water plant, electric lighting system recently in
stalled, new sewer system, modern fire department, 
splendid public schools, a convent for girls, free 
county high school, state industrial school, public 
library, a new and modern county hospital, four 
theatres, two daily newspapers, an energetic and 
well-organized Chamber of Commerce, two social 
clubs, a $40,000 Y. M. C. A. building, a new $80,000 
Masonic Temple, several high-class restaurants and 
cafes, three banks with deposits aggregating $4,000,- 
000, large railway repair shops, automobile garages 
and machine shops.

The range horse industry finds its greatest market 
here, two large yards being utilized for the summer 
sales which are attended by buyers from all parts

of the United States. Horses are run through the 
selling pens in carload lots, and it is no uncommon 
thing to see 2,000 sold in one day at one yard.

The wool market held every June is another 
interesting feature of the commercial life of the 
town. The eastern buyers make Miles City their 
headquarters all through the season. Two immense 
warehouses are used and this is the greatest primary 
wool market in the United States.

BAKER, CUSTER COUNTY

The natural gateway to southeastern Montana 
is a town of over 500 people. It is situated on the 
main line of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway in the extreme eastern part of Montana, 
about fourteen miles west of the Dakota-Montana 
state line in the Sandstone Valley.

The surrounding country is of a fine agricultural 
nature, producing all the small grains, grasses and 
vegetables. Corn is doing exceptionally well in 
this district. Farm lands are being rapidly taken 
by eastern farmers, and the country is enjoying a 
steady agricultural growth. Since July, 1912, there 
have been passed through the elevators of Baker 
approximately 250,000 bushels of grain.

Being situated as it is, this town is the natural 
trading center and outlet for a territory running

8
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some fifty miles or more to the south, and also a 
large portion of the famous Golden Valley on the 
north. This northern valley has been under the 
process of settlement for a number of years and is 
annually producing large crops of grain. The 
southern district has, heretofore, been devoted more 
to the stock raising business, although as far south 
as Ekalaka (an inland town about forty miles from 
Baker) there are thousands of acres susceptible to 
profitable cultivation as is proven by the settlers 
who have already improved farms and are attaining 
satisfactory results.

In most instances our roads are good. We have 
eighteen miles of turnpike road running northward 
from the town.

The professions are represented by a physician, 
a dentist and a lawyer. There is one bank with 
deposits of $174,605. One weekly newspaper, tele
phone exchange, two churches and schools. All 
branches of the mercantile business are well repre
sented. There are two elevators affording a market 
for all grains produced, as well as one up-to-date 

, flour mill with a capacity of thirty barrels per day.
There is an excellent opening for a good hotel. 

Dairying is already carried on to quite an extent 
and a creamery would find a good opening. The 
country is especially well adapted to the dairy busi
ness. A laundry would do well.

We have a live commercial club, whose secretary

will be glad to give information to any inquirer or 
prospective settler.

TERRY, CUSTER COUNTY
Is situated at the point where the Chicago, Mil

waukee & St. Paul Railway enters the Yellowstone 
Valley; is the second town of importance in Custer 
County, and while for a number of years, it has been 
noted as the center of the ranching industry, it was 
not until the building of the C., M. & St. P. Ry. to 
the coast that anything was known of the adapta
bility of the soil to successful cultivation. Within 
the past five years the products of the farm have been 
one of the chief items of export. Terry has a popu
lation of 500 with four general merchandise stores, 
two banks, two lumber yards, drug store, hardware 
store, two elevators, two churches, meat market, 
bakery, weekly newspaper, two livery barns and a 
steam laundry. There is a good opening for a flour 
mill, an electric light plant and a modern hotel.

There is located at Terry one of the best educa
tional institutions to be found. The townsite is 
owned by the school district, and, owing to this 
fact, the people have wisely invested the money in 
building a schoolhouse that would be a credit to 
cities of 2,000 people. The Terry public schools 
rank among the best in Custer County, and com
prises every phase of public instruction, including 
a four-year high school course.

1912 Wheat in Shock, Baker, Montana
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First National Bank, Ismay, Montana

The fact has been established that the land is 
agricultural without irrigation. The farmers have 
wisely combined farming with stock raising, and 
while a great volume of grain is grown each year, 
the main crop of the future will be that best fitted 
for horses, cattle and sheep. During the summer 
the grass is abundant, and the products of the 
farm will not be called upon until winter comes on, 
or the farmer wishes to fatten for the market.

Terry is an incorporated town, having just 
installed a splendid system of fire protection and 
has a well organized fire company. Contracts 
have just been let for building of a sewerage system. 
There are two artesian wells in the town, the flow 
being struck at a depth of 550 feet, furnishing an 
abundance of pure water.

ISMAY, CUSTER COUNTY 
A growing young town situated on the main line 

of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry., in 
a fertile district of eastern Montana, was estab
lished in 1908. It is the trading center for a terri
tory about 250 square miles. Approximately 700 
people get their mail through the Ismay post-office. 
During the past six months there have been about

100 filings made upon homestead lands. This 
indicates that the country is rapidly filling up with 
satisfied settlers.

The business interests are represented by one 
bank with deposits of $140,000. Two general 
stores and other business enterprises that go to make 
up a progressive town; also a Farmer’s Co-operative 
Elevator Company, operating an elevator of 25,000 
bushels capacity, and during the past season 125,000 
bushels of grain passed through this elevator. The 
town has an electric lighting system. A school 
providing the grammar grades and a four-year 
course of high school.

The soil is a chocolate loam with a clay subsoil 
that will produce excellent crops, as is shown by 
the following:

F. M. Meyers raised corn that made fifty bushels 
to the acre. This was the “ square-deal” variety. 
N. J. Evensen averaged sixty bushels oats and 
thirty-two bushels wheat to the acre. C. Huntzicker 
raised forty-five bushels oats and twenty-nine bushels 
wheat per acre. G. A. Lewis raised twenty-eight 
bushels wheat per acre. W. Fisher had thirty-five 
acre of flax that made an average of nineteen 
bushels per acre.
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For the entire acreage under cultivation in this 
district, wheat averaged about twenty-three bushels 
per acre and flax twelve bushels per acre. This is 
one of the important wool shipping points in eastern 
Montana.

There is a modern up-to-date creamery under 
construction to cost about $5,000. This section 
of Montana is developing into a splendid dairy 
country. There are already about 600 cows in the 
district and the number will be increased as rapidly 
as possible. It is a splendid district for the man 
who wishes to do diversified farming, such as dairy
ing, poultry, hog raising, etc. Any inquiries 
addressed to the secretary of the Commercial Club 
will be promptly and cheerfully answered.

MILDRED, CUSTER COUNTY, MONT.

This town is in the center of a very fine farming 
district on the main line of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Paul Railway and about sixty miles east of 
Miles City.

The territory is now settled up with an excep
tionally fine class of farmers, has good roads and 
bridges and country telephone service. There are

two churches and three schools in the Mildred 
school district. .

The principal crops are wheat (winter and spring), 
flax, oats, barley, rye, corn and alfalfa. The 
following list will give an idea of the yields tha t are 
being obtained:
Bushels per Acre
16 bu. flax...........
16 bu. flax.......................... 150
34 bu. spring w heat.........  75
25 bu. spring w heat..........400
40 bu. winter w h ea t  20
75 bu. oats........................  5

Both corn and alfalfa are raised in this section 
although this is a fine small-grain country. The 
farmers are not restricted to small grain but can 
practice mixed farming very successfully. Dairying 
is fast coming into prominence and has already 
proved to be one of our best paying lines.

The town is only about four years old. There 
are two general stores, good hotel, rooming house, 
restaurant, machine house, village hall, butcher 
shop, lumber yard, elevator, blacksmith, two 
churches, etc. There are good openings for hard
ware store, bank, barber shop, and drug store.

No. Acres Name
. . . .  60 K. Hoover
. . . .  150 H. C. Underhill
. . . .  75 C. Matthews
. . . . 400 Chas. Reamer
. . . .  20 Ed. Harper
. . . .  5 P. Paulsen

'  K  ’* * * * - ;j * '

.Jtfc. -

Eastern Montana produces a good quality of Corn 
i i
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Vegetables grown at Carterville, Montana

The elevator was erected in 1912. The farmers 
shipped sixty cars in 1912 and still have their grana
ries filled. This year will see another big stride. 
The elevator has paid out to our farmers since the 
fall of 1912 over $50,000.

Letters addressed to the secretary of the Mildred 
Commercial Association will be promptly answered.

CARTERVILLE, ROSEBUD COUNTY
This is a young town situated about half way 

between Miles City and Forsyth in the center of 
the irrigated district. At the present time there 
is a fine brick school-house, one store, a small hotel, 
a blacksmith shop, and a livery. There is an open
ing for a good general store, a lumber yard, an 
implement business, a larger hotel and an elevator.

The irrigated lands lie along the north side of the 
Yellowstone River, and extend along the main line 
of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, for 
a distance of forty miles. The water for irrigation 
is taken from the Yellowstone River. Twenty- 
three miles of the main canal are already in operation, 
furnishing water for over 12,000 acres. The canal 
will be completed to Miles City this year, covering 
some 15,000 acres. These lands are cut up into 
units, and are to be sold either in improved or unim
proved lots on very easy terms.

Carterville is the principal town. The soil is

from six to twenty feet in depth, the climate is mild, 
and the water is unexcelled, being obtained from 
artesian flowing wells. Fuel is in abundance, and 
right at hand, either coal or wood. All small grains, 
also corn, sugar-beets, every variety of vegetables, 
together with almost all kinds of small fruit are 
successfully raised. Hog raising on alfalfa, poultry 
and dairy yield large returns. It is also a great 
winter feeding country for stock, coming in from 
hundreds of miles of range country lying on both 
sides of the river. This furnishes a ready market 
for all of the alfalfa grown. There is also a vast 
dry farming country surrounding this project, where 
farmers are getting good returns from cultivation 
of the soil.

PLEVNA, CUSTER COUNTY
This is a thriving young town where nearly all 

lines of business are represented. The town is 
situated on an elevation commanding a view of a 
large territory. It is estimated that 12,000 acres 
will be under cultivation in 1913, there being six 
tractor plows working in the immediate vicinity. 
This is practically a German settlement where all 
the settlers have made good. A Catholic church is 
now being built, and bonds have been issued for a 
$5,000 school-house, to be erected during the summer
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FORSYTH, ROSEBUD COUNTY 
The county seat of Rosebud County on the main 

line of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. 
It is a pretty little home city of about 1,700 inhabi
tants, and has never yet experienced the evil effects 
of a “ boom.” Many of the large ranchers and 
cattle and sheep men make Forsyth the home of 
their families in order to obtain the splendid school 
facilities of the city for their children, the school 
system being unexcelled.

Among its business enterprises Forsyth has two 
banks, the aggregate deposits in which, as shown by 
the last statement, were $632,452.49. A large mer
cantile establishment handling everything in mer
chandise, a dry goods and grocery store combined, 
a general dry goods store, men’s furnishing store, 
and the usual quota of butchers, bakers, laundry, etc.

The city has two church edifices, Presbyterian and 
Methodist, while Catholic and Episcopal services 
are held in halls. There is an opera house, also a 
picture theater.

The country surrounding Forsyth is both river 
bottom, partly irrigated, and some beautiful tracts 
of “ dry farm” lands which have been demonstrated 
to be equally as productive as the irrigated tracts. 
Farm lands are yet held at moderate prices, and 
there is still some government land within a reason
able distance of the city, but the country is settling

very rapidly. Lying in and adjacent to the Yellow
stone Valley, the soil is very productive. Crops 
raised include wheat, corn, oats, barley, flax, rye, 
alfalfa, sugar-beets, etc. Fruit raising is just being 
started, but is highly successful. The cattle, horse 
and sheep raising industries, are being carried on 
in connection with grain raising.

WESTMORE, CUSTER COUNTY
A young town situated in the center of a good 

agricultural district in the northeastern part of 
Custer County. Now has two general stores, 
lumber yard, implement dealer, elevator, hotel, 
blacksmith, and library. There is also a good 
school and a church. There is a good opening for 
a bank and a hardware store. In 1912 there were 
about 10,000 acres under cultivation tributary to 
Westmore.

Twelve power plowing outfits are owned and in 
operation in this district. Plenty of fine water for 
domestic use, and lignite coal may be had for the 
digging.

INGOMAR, ROSEBUD COUNTY
Situated in Rosebud County, and on the trans

continental line of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railway, is the thriving and promising town of 
Ingomar.

O ne year’s transform ation from the w ild land to a w ell tilled  farm  
13
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There are two general stores, one lumber yard, 

one hotel, barber, blacksmith, livery, graded school 
and town hall; but with the trade territory extend
ing forty to fifty miles north and south and from 
twenty to thirty east and west and being settled 
and developed very rapidly, the town demands 
additional stores, and there is at the present time a 
need of a department store, a larger and better 
hotel, a good restaurant, an additional livery and 
feed barn, another lumber yard, bank, hardware 
and implement house, and newspaper.

The land in this trade zone lies from that of a 
gentle undulating to a ruggedly rolling prairie, and 
with but little acreage yet under cultivation; how
ever, the average yields of grain warrant the con
clusion that the soil is very rich, and only awaits 
development.

SUMATRA, ROSEBUD COUNTY

Sumatra, a thriving young town situated seventeen 
miles east of the Musselshell River and at the top 
of the divide between Musselshell and Yellowstone 
rivers, is the natural outlet for an agricultural dis
trict running as far as 150 miles to the north and a 
large territory to the south.

The soil is mostly a sandy loam covered with 
buffalo grass except in the low lands and along the 
streams where it is more of a clay formation and 
covered with sage brush.

Nearly all classes of business are represented. 
Hotel facilities are ample to care for the homeseekers 
coming in. Good school and churches are estab
lished.

This is a fine district for the man who will culti
vate the soil, raising corn and small grains and also 
a few cattle, hogs and poultry. It is a diversified 
farming section. There is a good opening for a 
first-class general store, a drug store, hardware and 
implement store, and elevator.

BASCOM, ROSEBUD COUNTY

Situated on the main line of the Chicago, Mil
waukee & St. Paul Railway, ninety-six miles west 
of Miles City and 2 ^  miles east of the Musselshell 
River. The town plat was filed for record March 
1, 1913, and now has a general store, post-office, 
restaurant, rooming-house, and a $3,000 school 
building, affording good graded school facilities.

The town is well located in a broad level valley, 
offering a fine site for a growing town. Surrounding 
it is some fine agricultural land, and owing to this 
district having just recently been opened for home

stead entry, there are still some good homesteads 
both of 160 and 320 acres to be found within ten 
miles of town, while deeded lands within three 
miles of town can be bought at good values. Home
steads are going rapidly and the town will grow 
accordingly. There are splendid opportunities for 
all kinds of business.

THE BEST TIME TO LOCATE

Any time between April 1st and December 31st 
will be found satisfactory to make a trip of inspec
tion, but the settler who moves out on the land will 
find September and October to be the most satis
factory months. He will then be able to get his 
house built before the winter sets in, and during 
the winter he can haul the material for his stables, 
sheds and fences and have everything ready for an 
early start at breaking in the spring. If the settler 
waits until spring to locate, he meets with the most 
disagreeable weather of the year, and by the time 
his house is built and the other work necessary, 
before plowing is accomplished, the spring is gone 
and with it the best season for breaking the sod, 
and he will accomplish only about one-third as much 
for the year as he would if he had located in the fall.

HOMESEEKER RATES

Reduced round-trip rates are made on certain 
dates to the points described in this pamphlet. 
These tickets are good for stop-overs anywhere on 
the main line in Montana on both the going and 
return trip. They bear an ample limit and offer 
an excellent opportunity to see the country.

FURTHER INFORMATON

Passenger and freight rates will be quoted on 
request. Rates from your local station may be 
best secured from your local railroad agent. We 
will also cheerfully* furnish information regarding 
passenger train service, towns, and their business 
opportunities.

If there is anything in this pamphlet that you do 
not understand, or if there is some point upon which 
you would like further information, do not hesitate 
to write. It is always best, however, when writing 
to ask specific questions. Then we may be sure 
to send the exact information desired.

J. H. GINET, Jr. 
Im m igra tion  A gent 

534 H enry B ldg ., SEATTLE.

O. E. SHANER,
Im m igration  A gent 

750 M arq uette  B ldg ., CHICAGO.
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Irrigated Potatoes, Yellowstone Valley, Montana

Letters from Settlers

DRY FARMING METHODS ON A FARM THAT IS 
UNDER AN IRRIGATED DITCH

F o r s y t h ,  M o n t . ,  May 6, 1913.
D e a r  S i r :

You have asked me to give you the results of our farming 
north of Forsyth for the year 1912. ^ h ile  our land is under
the ditch and might be irrigated, still we have not made use of 
this, but have cultivated the farm under the method known as 
“ dry farming’’ or without irrigation.

We had about 400 acres in crop last year and the yields per 
acre are as follows:

F la x ..........................................................11 bu. per acre
O ats................................................5 2 ^  bu. per acre
Macaroni wheat...........................26 bu. per acre

The oats weighed 40 pounds per bushel. We had two acres in 
garden truck, which was very satisfactory. We followed dry 
farming methods very closely, and were well repaid as results 
show. I do not know of anything raised in the east that will 
not do equally as well here. We will be glad to show the results 
to any one personally at any time.

Very truly yours, (Signed) R a lp h  D . H e a t o n .

SECOND TO NONE AS A DAIRY AND 
LIVE STOCK COUNTRY

In g o m a r , M o n t . ,  M a y  5, 1913.
D e a r  S i r :

I am glad to write a few lines in regard to this country. I 
came here from Union County, Iowa, and filed on a half section 
just north of the town of Ingomar, Montana, on Apri 1 27, 1910. 
Did nothing tha t year but build. The following year broke out 
fifteen acres and put it into corn, and will say that I had a very 
satisfactory yield. The year 1912 I sowed some flax which 
yielded 10 bushels per acre, also had in some spring wheat and 
some spring rye, which I cut for hay as I had to make some 
preparation for my stock for winter.

In the spring of 1912, I sowed one acre of alfalfa, got a fine 
stand, came through the winter nicely and looks very promising 
at this writing.

As a dairy and live stock country it is second to none in the 
United States, as feed is produced so easily and so abundantly. 
We are thoroughly satisfied with this country and recommend 
all our friends and acquaintances to come and get M ontana 
homesteads. Yours truly,

R o b t . B u r n sw o r t h .
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Diversified farming. C. N. Souther, Jr., Mildred, Montana

BOY RAISED IN THE CITY OF CHICAGO MAKES 

GOOD IN MONTANA

M il d r e d , M o n t ., M a y  1, 1913.

D ear  S ir :

It is just a little over four years ago that I settled on a home
stead in the Mildred territory. I had never even worked on 
a farm before coming here, and so was handicapped to a con
siderable extent. But nevertheless, I believe that any one 
viewing my place would judge it to be at least ten years old.

I have over 200 acres in crop this year. Have got 40 head of 
stock on the range and there are 50 pigs in my pasture. 
Last year I had 60 acres of corn, 10 acres of alfalfa and cut several 
tons of hay off the open prairie, and was in a position to feed 
double the amount of stock I had on the place.

I do not consider it necessary to mention the bumper crop 
we got last year, but do think the crop of 1911 worthy of mention. 
As every one knows, there was a general crop failure all over the 
country. But, whereas in most districts they did not get their 
seed back, we harvested about half a crop, and because of the 
extremely high prices, this half crop paid us nearly as well as 
our bumper crop of 1912.

I have very fine water and have three wells — one 28 feet 
deep, one 20 feet deep, and one 16 feet deep. Last winter’s 
supply of coal and wood cost me nothing but the trouble of 
hauling it one mile.

I would not advise any one that is broke to try this game, 
but do think that this country is a “ land of opportunity” for 
the man who has a small amount of cash to start with and who 
is willing to get down and work. Such a man can forge ahead 
much faster here than he could back east. I am willing to 
answer any letters providing return postage is inclosed.

Y ours very  tru ly. C . N . S o u t h e r , Jr .

44 CENTS PER POUND FOR BUTTER-FAT FROM 

THE LOCAL CREAMERY
W est m o r e , M o n t ., April 26, 1913.

D ea r  S i r :

You have asked me to give my experiences in Custer County. 
Will say that I located a t Westmore May 22, 1910. I paid 
$2,500 for a relinquishment one-half mile from town. This 
consisted of 320 acres of land with a small house and stable 
and one-quarter of the place fenced. There were 25 acres of 
land broken. From this you will understand that I did not 
get my homestead for nothing, but considering location and the 
better choice of land, I am satisfied that it was worth the price 
paid.

I can raise better wheat, oats, barley, or flax than I did in 
Iowa or South Dakota. We can also raise a good quality of 
corn. In 1912 I raised over 1,000 bushels of Northwest Dent 
and Little Jahue corn and 1,188 bushels of flax, wheat and oats.

I have six cows and 300 chickens. These have always paid 
for our living, and we have never run a dollar in debt for groceries 
or clothing. Last night I received a check for cream paying me 
44 cents per pound for butter-fat. One 5-gallon can of sweet 
cream paid me $6.07. You will note that the dairy business is 
a paying proposition out here. Alfalfa raised without irrigation 
produced all the hay I needed for my stock all winter. My first 
cutting was over three feet high. The climate is fine. There 
is plenty of good soft water, lignite coal is free, and plenty of 
cheap fire wood can be secured.

The value of land is advancing right along. After having 
been a renter for nineteen years, it is quite a pleasant change to 
realize that I am the possessor of 320 acres of land, and knowing 
what it is to rent, I would advise those who are in the right 
position to come to Montana and secure farm homes of their own.

Yours truly, (Signed) W. S. B ol t o n .
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14 BUSHELS OF FLAX PER ACRE

B a k e r ,  M o n t . ,  April 26, 1913.

D e a r  S i r :
I have lived in eastern Montana nearly five years. Came 

here from southern Minnesota and took up homestead land four 
miles east of Baker, and will say for a man that will hustle there 
is no place better to get started than right here in eastern Custer 
County. My wheat last year, from 29 bushels of seed, yielded 
662 bushels; my oats returned 45 bushels to the acre, third crop 
without plowing, and my flax on spring plowing made 14 bushels 
to the acre; potatoes on IK  acres made 250 bushels. Besides 
I cut 45 loads of hay on my land that sold for $10 per ton in town. 
One can get coal for the digging and red cedar wood and posts 
for the hauling. And for stock there is no better place than 
right here in eastern Montana, as the grass cures on the stalk 
and provides good feed the year round.

Everything sells here for a good price. Any man renting in 
the east should come out and look up the possibilities for a 
poor man.

Should any one want any more information regarding this 
territory, I will answer all questions providing they enclose 
postage for return letter.

Yours very truly,
A F. H y t h e c k e r ,  B o x  116.

FARMERS ELEVATOR CO.

I sm a y , M o n t . ,  A p r il 30, 1913.
D e a r  S i r :

Relative to the grain business of this section, beg to advise 
that in 1910 there were 8 cars of grain shipped from this point; 
in 1911, 18 cars, while in 1912 I have shipped 90 cars, and will 
have a t least 10 more to load (or 125,000 bushels), w'ith very 
small per cent of land in crops tributary to this point. Acreage 
to be planted this year about 20 per cent more than last year. 
Flax averages about 12 bushels, hard wheat 20 bushels, winter 
wheat 30 bushels, oats 40 bushels, speltz 30 bushels per acre. 
We also had some well matured corn that made 50 bushels per 
acre. I have been in the grain business for several years, and 
quality of grain here is A -l. We were forced to build a 30,000 
bushel fireproof elevator to take care of the crop last year, and 
are now building a $3,500 creamery to meet the demands of 
this section. There are a large number of new settlers coming 
in and real estate values are increasing rapidly. I have lived in 
Illinois and North Dakota and have never seen a country that 
paid such large returns with so little effort on the part of the 
farmer. With free coal, natural timber, good water, fertile 
soil and being on a transcontinental railroad, which gives an 
outlet for products both ways, is really more than any man 
could ask for.

Very respectfully,
C. O . W r i g h t ,  Manager, Farmers Elevator Co.

Dairying is very profitable
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Lignite Coal, Eastern Montana

IRRIGATED LAND GROWS FINE ROCKYFORD 
MELONS

F o r s y t h ,  M o n t .,  May 6, 1913.
D ear  S ir :

Replying to your inquiry regarding the results I have obtained 
from the cultivation of the soil and my opinion of eastern 
Montana, will say, first, that our climate is superior to that of 
any of the states to the east of us, and that it is equal to any 
other section of this state. The soil is a rich sandy loam, aver
aging about eight feet deep, and along the cut banks of the 
creeks it shows that it goes to a greater depth.

I have grown everything on this ranch that could be grown 
anywhere in the northern states. Plums, gooseberries, currants 
and other small fruits grow wild, and where cultivated they are 
exceptionally fine.

In 1912 we threshed 100 bushels of oats per acre. We cut 
three crops of alfalfa averaging 3K  tons per acre. Potatoes 
run about 350 bushels per acre. Com grows from eight to ten 
feet high and has yielded as high as 65 bushels. The seasons 
are sufficiently long to insure it maturing. We grow all kind 
of melons, including the famous Rocky ford, and pumpkins will 
fairly cover the ground. One weighed 145 pounds.

Of course, it must be understood that my land is under 
irrigation, but the soil is no different from that on the bench 
lands, and the farmers in our community farming under the dry 
land method are obtaining splendid results. In many cases 
the soil on the benches is deeper than that on the lowlands.

We have good water free from alkali, and never failing wells 
can be had at depth ranging from 14 to 40 feet. The country 
is in its infancy, the raising of crops only having been begun a 
few years ago. The employment of better farming methods 
will show wonderful improvements. Personally, I have been 
living here since 1885 and have always raised good crops.

Y ours tru ly , (Signed) T . E . H am mond .

FATHER AND TWO SONS FROM NEBRASKA SATIS
FIED THEY MADE A GOOD MOVE

In gom ar, M o n t .,  May 5, 1913.
D ear  S i r :

Answering your inquiry of recent date, will say that we 
came here from western Nebraska, and after traveling over a 
considerable portion of Wyoming and all of northern and

western Montana in search of what we termed an ideal place, 
we decided to locate where we now are.

On March 25th myself and two sons filed on three half-sec- 
tions one mile west of Ingomar, but did not move onto it until 
May 7th of the same year, somewhat too late to contemplate 
much farming that season. However, we put into crop some 
15 or 20 acres on the newly turned sod, consisting of corn and 
oats for feed and vegetables for table use. Planted corn the 
last of May, from which we matured a fine crop and got our seed 
for the following year. The oats gave us a lot of fine feed and 
the garden produced wrorlds of vegetables of a very high quality. 
Sowed 23 acres of fall wheat that year, which yielded fine the 
next season. The season of 1911 we sowed 95 acres of oats and 
some 12 or 15 acres of corn which did exceedingly well—also 
raised a lot of vegetables, ripened bushels of tomatoes and 
wagon-loads of water and musk-melons, of a superior quality.

The season of 1912 we had in 75 acres of fall wheat which 
yielded 1,500 bushels, 12 acres of oats that yielded 400 bushels. 
Our flax yielded 13X bushels per acre and corn about 30 bushels 
per acre. We find that amber cane and kaffir corn do well. It 
is an ideal place for livestock and poultry, as feed can be pro
duced so cheaply and abundantly. We are planning on about 
220 acres of crop this season. Believe this country is an ideal 
place for alfalfa and winter wheat.

We are entirely satisfied with the results thus far, for the 
efforts put forth and believe that one can do no better anywhere 
west of the Missouri River than to settle in this section of Mon
tana.

We have been hale and hearty during our three years’ resi
dence here, and enjoy peace of mind in the assurance of a reason
able competency for old age from our 960 fertile acres.

Yours very truly, P e r r y  W h ite  & S o n s .

TRUCK GARDENING AND FRUIT RAISING  
SUCCESSFUL

S u m a tr a , M o n t .,  May 2, 1913.
D ea r  S ir :

As per your request I shall endeavor to give you some of the 
facts regarding the district surrounding Sumatra. We have 
been here for the past two years and like the country very well, 
and our crops have been all that we could ask. Probably it 
would be better for me to make small mention of what has been 
done by others as well as my own personal experiences. Mr. 
O. G. P ratt has proven that fruit trees and small shrubs do very
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well, and he raises the finest garden we have ever seen any place. 
Mr. Pratt has followed more closely the lines of truck gardening, 
and has been very successful, raising all the hardy varieties of 
vegetables, some growing to an enormous size. Melons and 
small fruits have also done well. Mr. F. D. Herbold has been 
growing alfalfa without irrigation. It has been successful. 
He has been cutting two crops a year from 150 acres. Mr. 
Raygor and Mr. Ed. Finch both had corn last year that rnade 
better than 40 bushels to the acre. Wheat yields from 10 to 
27 bushels to the acre. Flax from 6 to 15 bushels to the acre, 
and potatoes cannot be beaten anywhere.

The government land close to the railroad is mostly gone, 
but like in any new country, one can always buy relinquishments. 
There is quite a lot of government land a considerable distance 
north of Sumatra, but settlers are coming in rapidly, and this 
land will probably be mostly taken up this summer. Tlnpse 
wishing homesteads should lose no time in making a selection.

We feel that this is one of the surest crop countries west of 
the Missouri River. Yours truly,

(Signed) E. E. B r o w n in g .

TREES AND SHRUBS DO FINE
B a sc o m , M o n t ., May 4, 1913. 

D e a r  S i r : , , ,
I came to Bascom March 22, 1911, and located on a home

stead two miles southeast of town. I have had some excellent 
results from the cultivation of the soil, as the following figures 
show:

II acres of corn yielded 20 to 30 bushels per acre.
25 acres of flax yielded 11 bushels per acre.
3 acres of oats yielded 36 bushels per acre.

22 acres of wheat yielded 17 bushels per acre.
\yi acres of potatoes yielded 175 bushels per acre.

On five acres 1 raised five wagon loads of melons, 200 bushels 
carrots, 100 bushels turnips, 50 bushels ruttabagoes, 10 bushels 
tomatoes, 50 bushels beets, 180 bushels onions, besides a lot of 
cabbage and cauliflower. „ , .

My strawberries, rhubarb, trees and shrubs are all doing 
fine. I sowed two acres of alfalfa last June, and cut it for hay 
in August. It is now about one foot high and looking fine. I 
have a large acreage under cultivation this year, and every indica
tion is that I will get splendid returns.

Yours truly, 
(Signed) E d w a r d  W. S c h r o e d e r .

SOLD $800 WORTH OF HOGS LAST YEAR
T e r r y , M o n t ., May 5, 1913.

DEI filed on my homestead near Terry, March 11, 1909. I 
had four work horses and with these I broke and put into crop 
50 acres of the land. In June I broke 15 acres additional and 
worked it on the order of summer fallowing. The following 
spring I sowed all this in Bluestem wheat. It was very dry 
that year but the wheat on the land which had been in crop the 
previous year made about 15 bushels to the acre.

I borrowed some money and bought 160 acres of railroad 
land, and I traded work with a man who owned a steam plowing 
outfit in order that I might have him plow 80 acres for me. My 
work for him more than paid for this. On the breaking I raised 
oats, flax and corn, and the following year I had it in wheat. 
These crops all produced a heavy yield, and I received a good 
profit for my labor. In 1912 I sowed spring wheat on the 
greater part of my farm, and it made me 26 bushels to the acre.

The second year I was here I began to plant trees. I now 
have 10 acres into a nice grove, also a nice orchard started. 
Stock raising in connection with grain raising is very profitable
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Terry, Montana

in this part of the state. Starting with practically no stock at 
all, I now have 17 horses and colts, 12 cows, and a nice start 
with hogs. Last year I sold over $800 worth of hogs, $2,500 
worth of wheat, and still have my oats on hand. The oats I 
shall feed on my own place. My opinion is that the best way to 
success is for the farmer to gather enough stock around him that 
he may feed all the products of his farm. In the few years that 
I have been here, I feel that I have been very successful, and 
believe that others can do equally as well as I have done.

Yours truly, (Signed) R. C. E l t o n .

NEVER BEEN TROUBLED WITH HAIL. HAS BEEN 
ON THE SAME FARM SINCE 1886

M il e s  C it y , M o n t ., May 7, 1913.
D e a r  S i r :

You asked me for some information regarding the possibilities 
of farming without irrigation in eastern Montana. I have had 
considerable experience along this line and feel that my experi
ence has taught me a good many valuable lessons. I came here 
and settled in 1886, and have lived on the same farm ever since. 
This farm consists of 320 acres, lying at the very top of the 
bench just north of Miles City, where it is absolutely impossible 
to get any moisture other than that afforded by the natural 
rainfall. Under careful cultivation I have always obtained 
good results. The principal thing to contend with is the evap
oration of the moisture from the soil, but if the new settler will 
cultivate the soil as he should, he will succeed. The rainfall 
is sufficient to mature all crops. However, summer fallowing 
will pay big returns. During my residence here, I have raised 
oats which averaged close to 90 bushels per acre. My corn in 
1912 made 40 bushels shelled per acre. We are beginning to 
find the varieties of corn that will do well, and no doubt a few 
years will see this part of Montana producing as good corn as 
that raised in any similar latitude. Wheat will do exceptionally 
well. For a long time it was the common impression that shade 
trees could not be grown here. I am satisfied that this is an 
erroneous idea. I have a nice grove of box elders, elms, and 
catalpas; also some willow cuttings which were put in the ground

recently are doing well. My grove is now three years old and 
very few of the trees have died. The secret is that experience 
has taught me the method whereby I may plant trees and have 
them grow. They must be seedlings instead of being three or 
four years old when transplanted. This gives greater root 
strength in comparison to the size of the tree, and consequently 
more nourishment. Vegetables do well. Potatoes have brought 
me $40 to $60 per acre. I have raised watermelons weighing 
40 pounds each. 1 have been able to sell all the seed corn I 
could produce for 5 cents per pound. Too much emphasis can
not be put on the possibility of corn raising in this part of the 
state.

Splendid water for domestic uses can be had from wells 
varying from 30 to 200 feet in depth.

As a last word, I wish to again emphasize the necessity of 
proper cultivation of the soil in order to conserve the moisture. 
I am confident if I should follow summer fallowing, steadily 
I can produce 40 bushels or more of corn or wheat per acre 
every year the land is in crop. Seasons are long enough to 
mature corn, and I have never been troubled with hail. If I 
can furnish further information I will be glad to do so.

Yours truly. (Signed) C. H. L a n s i n g .

HOGS FATTENED ON CORN AND ALFALFA NETTED  
$51 PER ACRE FOR THE ACREAGE USED FOR 

THEIR FEED

C a r t e r v il i .e , M o n t ., May 8, 1913.
D e a r  S i r :

Replying to your inquiry regarding this district beg to advise 
that I have lived here four years this spring, farming a unit 
purchased from the Carterville Irrigated Land Company, my 
land lying four miles east of Carterville. During our residence 
here we have raised everything that we consider practical on 
the farm, principally growing alfalfa, grain and corn for turning 
off hogs. Alfalfa cuts three and good seasons four crops of hay 
per season. Corn, such as Northwestern Dent, Minnesota 
No. 13, and Sterling White Dent, are very successful. Last 
year our hogs netted $51 per acre for the acreage used for their

T £ * R Y S  N E W  S C H O O L  BUI LDI NG
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1912 Custer County dry farming wheat 20 to 40 bushels per acre

r H T C  ACirO. TvlILAVAUREE ST. PAUL
feed including four acres of alfalfa pasture. M ature hogs 
will gain an average of one-half pound per day on alfalfa and 
w ater A list of the crops we have raised follows:

P o ta toes........................................ 225 bu. per acre
Corn ...................................40 to 60 bu. per acre
O ats ’ .........................................  75 bu. per acre
W heat   35 bu. per acre
B arley ...........................................  35 bu per acre

L ast spring we set out a young orchard of cherries, plums, 
apples and strawberries, and w ithout a single exception, are 
doing fine. Our neighbors have also put in domestic orchards, 
and all are extending them each year. We expect to  stay here 
and when we get paid out on our land, we will have a  competent 
income Very respectfully,

(Signed) C a r l  A. S w in g l e .

S IX  ACRES OF SP R IN G  CLUB W H EAT YIE L D E D  45 
B U SH E L S TO  T H E  ACRE IN 1912

M il e s  C it y , M o n t ., M ay 5, 1913.
G e n t l e m e n  : , ,  , . ,

On April 7, 1910, I purchased 160 acres of land twelve miles 
east of Miles City in w hat is known as the Pine Hills. For ten 
vears prior to th a t time I had been farming in the Jud ith  Basin.

In my opinion this land is ju s t as good as any in the Judith  
Basin. I have been farming this place for three years and made 
over $2 000 a year, and besides this I have almost doubled the 
number of stock th a t I had when I moved on this place.

M y oats (Big Four) yielded about 55 bushels to  the acre, 
machine measure. These oats weighed 48 pounds to  the bushel.

In 1912 I sowed 6 acres of Spring C lub wheat, which yielded 
45 bushels to the acre. I also raised 8 acres of potatoes th a t 
year and dug about 150 bushels to  the acre.

Some people have told me th a t we cannot raise alfalfa success
fully on dry land. I do not agree w ith them  for I seeded 8

nrres last year and I do not think any one on irrigated land has 
any better stand than 1 have. I seeded 10 pounds to  the acre 
on the 20th of June. I t  grew large enought to  cut for hay, bu t 
I did not rake it up for the reason th a t I wanted it to  .protect 
the roots during the winter. There is no doubt in my mind but 
w hat this will produce three tons to  the acre this year.

I t  is only necessary to  properly prepare your ground in order 
to  get a good crop in this country.

I am  certainly well satisfied with my purchase.
Yours very truly, '-»• B. IRIPP.

T E L E G R A PH  O PE R A T O R  M A K E S G O O D ON A 
H O M E ST E A D

C a r t e r v i l l e . M o n t .. M ay 3, 1913.

1)1 M y'experience a t Carterville may interest you. I moved 
to C arterville from Chicago four years ago with my wife and 
three small children. After being here about eight m onths 1 
filed on a 160 acres of land one mile from Carterville. M y 
s ta rt was a  bunch of ambition and a telegraph operator s salary.

After living on my place three years, it is well fenced, I have 
a fair barn, wagon shed, ice house, chicken house, and a fine 
8x18 ft milk cellar. Three good milch cows, two calves, two 
horses, four hogs, and a  good bunch of chickens. Am putting  in
3 0  acres of w heat this season. , . .

We are satisfied th a t homesteading pays those who s ta it 
in to make a home for themselves, and we have saved more in 
M ontana in four years than we were able to  save in the east in 
ten. D uring our four years here we have never found it neces
sary to call a  doctor. .

I will be only too glad to furnish any further information
to any one who may wish to  inquire.

\o u r s  truly,
(Signed) E . M . O ’Connor.
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Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway
PA SSEN G ER  R EPR E SEN T A T IV ES

A B E R D E E N . S. D . , , ,
O. P. W a ller ..........................................  Division Passenger Agent

A B E R D E E N . W ASH............................................. E. A. Lalk, Commercial Agent
ATLANTA. GA.—904 Fourth N ational Bank Building.

O. H. W ilson  Commercial Agent
B ELLIN G H A M . WASH.

H. R. McCa n n  Traveling Passenger Agent
BOSTON— 260 W ashington Street.

J. H . Sk il l e n ................................................New England Passenger Agent
BUFFALO—303 Main Street. .

C. H. M itc h ell  Commercial Agent
B U TTE . M ONT.— 127 N orth M ain Street.

A J  H u  1 MAN .......................................  Division Passenger Agent
d '. M. McGe e n  Traveling Passenger Agent

r
CED A R R A PID S. IOWA. D A

W. C. P a r k er ........................................................ Division Passenger Agent

CHICAGO— 52 W est Adams Street. _
C N. So u th er ..................................General Agent Passenger D epartm ent
E. G.  W o o d w ard ................................................. Traveling Passenger Agent

1338 Railway Exchange Building.
S. M acClurkan ............................................................................General Agent

C IN C IN N A T I— 25 E ast Fourth  Street.
C. C. Mordough .....................................................Traveling Passenger Agent

CLEVELA N D —907 Euclid Ave. .
E. G. H ayden ............................................................D istrict Passenger Agent

217 Williamson Building.
F. E. Cla rk  General Agent

DALLAS. TEX A S— 1506 M ain Street.
J . B. Ma r sh el  Commercial Agent

D AV EN PO RT. IOWA—303 B rady Street.
P. L. H in rich s  Commercial Agent

D EN V ER —821 Seventeenth Street.
Edw . M ahoney .........................................................D istrict Passenger Agent

DES M OINES. IOW A—410 W alnut Street. . .
C. E. H il l ik e r ........................................................ Division Passenger Agent

D E T R O IT — 212 M ajestic Building.
H. W. St e in h o f f ..................................................... D istrict Passenger Agent

DUBUQUE, IOWA. . .
S. N. Ba ir d ................................................................Division Passenger Agent

DU LU TH — Torrey Building.
C. L. K ennedy .....................................................................Commercial Agent

E V E R E T T . WASH.
H. L. M cLaughlin ............................................................. Commercial Agent

H ELEN A , M ONT.— M ontana Club Building. .
P. H. Scanlan ...................................................................... Commercial Agent

HOQUIAM , WASH.
E. A. La lk    Commercial Agent

HOUGHTON. M IC H .— 78 Shelden Street.
H. E . Stew art  ...C om m erc ia l Agent

IN D IA N A PO LIS, IN D .—408 Traction Term inal Building.
A. L. E id em iller .................  Traveling Passenger Agent

KANSAS C ITY . MO.— 907 M ain Street.
.............................................. Southwestern Passenger Agent

LEW ISTOW N, M ONT. _
E. A. Bradley  Traveling Passenger Agent

LIV ERPO O L. E N G . -  j 1
LONDON. EN G .— No. 7 Charing Cross, j t u r o Pean ASents
LOS A N G ELES— 130 W est Sixth Street.

D. T. B erry ...........................................................................Commercial Agent
M ADISON. W IS. „

W. W. W in to n  D istrict Passenger Agent
MASON CITY . IOWA.

W. F. Cody...................   Division Passenger Agent
M ILES C ITY , M ONT.

W. J . K e e l e y  Division Passenger Agent
J : J .  F o ley ............................................................ Traveling Passenger Agent

M ILW A U K EE—400 E ast W ater Street.
W. J. Boyle . . .  . . . .? ....................... General Agent Passenger D epartm ent

M IN N EA PO LIS— 328 NiccAlet Avenue.
C. R. L e w is ................*v., C ity Passenger and Ticket Agent

N EW  ORLEANS— 517 H ibernia Bank Building.
Wm. H. R ogers ..............JrVjf............................ Traveling Passenger Agent

N EW  Y O RK — 1200 Broadways
G. L. Co b b ..............................   General Agent Passenger D epartm ent

OMAHA— 1612 Farnam  Street.
F. A. N a sh  General W estern Agent

O TTUM W A, IOWA.
P. L. Ma rk ey  Division Passenger Agent

P h i l a d e l p h i a — 818 c h es tn u t s tre e t.
G eo . J . L incoln  Commercial Agent

P IT T S B U R G H — Room 205-06-07. Park Building.
J ohn R. P o t t  D istrict Passenger Agent

PO R TL A N D . O R E.— Railway Exchange Building, Corner Third and S tark  Sts.
E. K. G arrison ...................................................D istrict Passenger Agent
J . O. T hom as Passenger Agent
J . W. Ca sey ......................................................... Traveling Passenger Agent

SALT LA K E C IT Y —319 South Main Street.
C. S. W illiam s  Commercial Agent
H. H . H u n k in s ....................................................Traveling Passenger Agent

SAN FRA N CISC O — 22 Powell Street.
L. E. Stanton  . . . . .G e n e r a l  Agent
C. H . M il e s ..........................................................D istrict Passenger Agent

SE A TTL E. W ASH.— Second and Cherry Streets.
A. P. C hapman, J r .......................General A gent Passenger D epartm ent

641 H enry Building 
R. F. W e e k s .............................................................Division Passenger Agent
F. K. Sw a n .............................................................Traveling Passenger Agent

SIOUX C IT Y , IOW A—311 Pierce Street.
C. N. Cu r t is . . . ...................................................... Division Passenger Agent

SPOKANE, W ASH.— 618 Riverside Avenue.
W. P. W a r n er ......................................A ssistant General Passenger Agent

ST. LOUIS— 213 Frisco Building, N inth and Olive Streets.
J . I. Cam pbell ............................................................  Commercial Agent

ST. PAUL—365 R obert Street.
W. B. D ix o n ..............................................Assistant General Passenger Agent

TACOM A,W ASH.— 1001 Pacific Avenue.
R . J . D a n ie l s .......................................................................Commercial Agent
F . A. Va len t in e ............................................................ C ity  Passenger Agent

TAM PA. FLA.
 , J as. F . T aylor Commercial Agent

TORONTO, O N T.—8 King Street. East.
A. J . T aylor Canadian Passenger Agent

VANCOUVER, B. C.— Dominion T rust Building, H astings and C am bia 
Streets.

A. W. Na s e ........................................................................... Commercial Agent
VICTO RIA , B. C.— 1210 Douglas Street.

C. A. Soli.y ........................................................................... Commercial A gent
W IN N IP E G — 349 Main Street.

T iios. D onald ......................................................................Commercial Agent

G E O . B. HAYNES, G . W . H IB B A R D ,
General Passenger Agent. General Passenger Agent,

CHICAGO. SE A TTL E.
F . A. M IL L E R ,

Passenger Traffic M anager,
CHICAGO.

IM M IG R A T IO N  R EPR E SE N T A T IV E S

E. E. Brew er , Traveling Im m igration Agent,
750 M arquette  Building, C hicago

.................... .. Traveling Im m igration Agent,
750 M arquette Building, C hicago 

O. D. T ibbetts , Traveling Im m igration Agent,
750 M arquette Building, Chicago 

J. H. F irey , Traveling Im m igration Agent,
C. M. & St. P. Passenger Station , Aberdeen , S. D.

H . F .  H U N T E R , J .  H. G IN E T ,  J R . ,
General Agent, Im m igration Agent.

613 Railw ay Exchange Bldg., SE A TTL E. 
CH ICAG O .

O. E. SHA N ER ,
Im m igration  Agent, 

750 M arquette  Bldg., 
CH ICAG O .

Issued. Aug., i g i 3 

Form  E. M. 114 R a n d , M c N a l l y  &  Co., P r i n t e r s , C h i c a g o .
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